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PRESIDENT’S LECTURE TO FEATURE EXPERT ON VICHY FRANCE 
MISSOULA -
Columbia University history Professor Robert Paxton will discuss "Vichy France: 50 Years 
After" Thursday, Oct. 14, at the University of Montana.
Paxton’s free and public lecture, the second in the 1993-94 President’s Lecture Series, begins 
at 8 p.m. in the Urey Lecture Hall.
Vichy, a resort area in south central France, was the seat of the "Vichy government," a regime 
set up in unoccupied France in 1940 that collaborated with the Nazis until all of France was occupied 
in 1942. Paxton’s book about the period, "Vichy France: Old Guard and New Order, 1940-44," was 
a finalist in 1972 for the National Book Award in History and has French and Spanish editions. His 
"Vichy France and the Jews" received the National Jewish Book Award in 1981 and has been translated 
into French and Hebrew.
Paxton holds a doctorate from Harvard and a master’s degree from Oxford University, where 
he was a Rhodes Scholar. He has been on the history faculty at Columbia University since 1969 and 
is now Mellon Professor of the Social Sciences and director of the Institute on Western Europe. 
Considered one of the great French historians of his generation, Paxton has been honored with 
membership in the French National Order of Merit and National Order of Arts and Letters.
Paxton’s talk coincides with the Western Society for French History conference Oct. 13-16 at 
the Holiday Inn. The conference, which is bringing in more than 300 scholars of French history from
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around the world, will also feature French historian Emmanuel le Roy Ladurie, director of the 
Bibliotheque Nationale.
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CONTACTS: history Professor Richard Drake, President’s Lecture Series coordinator, 243-2981; and 
history Professor Linda Frey, coordinator for the French history conference, 243-4010.
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